CHARLES   FROHMAN

Gillette, who was making one of his numerous revivals
of "Secret Service." The moment he saw this fresh,
appealing young girl he immediately cast her in his
mind for the part of the young Southern girl. After
he had talked with her, however, he said:

"I think it would be best if I wrote a part for you.
I am now working on a play, and I think you had better
go in that/'

Miss Murdock now appeared in Gillette's new play,
"Electricity," in which Marie Doro was starred. Charles
Frohman saw her at the opening rehearsal for the^first
time.

"Electricity" was a failure. Instead of following up
her connection with the Frohman office, she went to the
cast of "A Pair of Sixes," in which she played for a
whole season on Broadway, displaying qualities which
brought her conspicuously before the public and to the
notice of the man who was to do so much for her.

One night Charles stopped in to see this farce. He
had never forgotten the lovely young girl who had
played in "Electricity." The next day he sent for Miss
Murdock, offered her an engagement, and made another
of those simple arrangements, for he said to her:

"You are with me for life."

This was Frohman's way of telling an actor or actress
that, without the formality of a contract, they were
to look to him each season for employment and
that they need not worry about engagements.

From this time on Frohman took an earnest interest
in Miss Murdock's career. He saw in her, as he had
seen in only a few of his women stars, an immense op-
portunity to create a new and distinct type.

Just .about this time he became very much interested

282e she met William
